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S 1 R. 
Was not a little re when 


bout the Reverend Dr. Sacheve- 
== rell's Two Sermons, in Oppoſi- 
tion to your wild Whiggiſh No- 


tions, had ſome Influence upon you. The 


ill Ferment ſubſided a little, you Thought 
with more Calmneſs, Spoke with greater 
Temper, began to ſuſpe& the Schemes Novel 


Managers, did me the Honour to deſire me 


to recollect the Diſcourſe, and Write to you 
with the firſt Opportunity. promiſi ing to re- 
conſi der it impartially. 

Accordingly, Sir, upon my Return Home, 


I ſet about it; and now ſend you, what 1 


hope may, upon your ſecond Thoughts, by 
God's Bleſſing, fully reconcile you to the true 
Notions of Liberty and Property, and thoſe 
Paſfrve Chriſtian Principles, which the Reve- 
rend Dofor has ſo well defended, in order to 
give a ri ight Turn to Peoples Thoughts. 


A 2 You 


ne 


L obſerv d, That what was ad- 
vanc'd in our late Diſcourſe a- 


C91. 


5 15 the Chriſtians Church, in rarer to INS 
© rhe Foundations of Chriſtianity. 


— 


Non · Reſ {tance of the Primitive Chriſtians, 
into mer Impotence, or Wan of Power to 
of nn 

Vou cannot but Know, * that Liberty, 
Property, and Life, are the Trinit 'y, which the 
TWhigs. do moſt adore! Agreeably to what 
their Old Obſervator ſays, (b,) That They are 
the Trinity wich our Laws eam to worſhip 
nere on Earth. „ enn 1 


1 * 
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3 7 And you reſolvd the 


28. 


1 I 
-:* Tis true, that Liberty in the right Notion 
of it, Liberty from Spiritual Servitude, Liber 
of the Sons of God, which conſiſts in Obedis 
ence to all the Precepts of Chriſtianity, Sub- 
jectiom to Kings: being one of them, is a glo- 
Tous thing. Lea, Liberty from Bodily Sla- 
very, Liberty in Oppoſition to Baniſhments 
and Priſons, the Liberties, Rights, or Ancient 
Cuſtoms of the Subjects, are choice Temporal 
Bleſſings; which a Loyal Chriſtian is as 
ſenſible of, and thankful for, as any. Whig 
r 0142. 31-19 47K 
But pray, Sir, what elſe do the Whigs and 
their Confederates generally mean by Liberty, 
but, as the Dofor ſays, (c)“ dn Immunity 
* from all Laws both Eccleftaſtical and Cuil? 
A Licenſe to Reſiſt and Depoſe their Sove- 
reign, upon what they call 'Extremzties, and 
preſſing Occaſions ; and they, forſooth, muſt 
be the Judges too; yea, a Liberty to annihis 
late the very Notion of the Hereditary Right 
of our Kings and Queens, deny ing them any 
other Title except the Peoples Bounty, with a 
dreadful Explanation, That they who have 
a Right to confer, bave a Right alſo to 
— * A little hig, Heir to Two or 
Three hundred a Year, would grumble ter- 
ribly to be ſo ſervd: But with them, it ſeems, 
| „ 13 . 
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every One ought to have Unalienable Rights 
and Liberrres, except Kings, Weens, and 
their Loyal Subjects. Theſe Gentlemen would 
be at Liberty to obey. their Superiors no 
longer, than their Superiors do pleaſe and 
obey them ; and are refolv'd to continue as 
great. Strangers to the Patience, as they are 
to the Faith of the Saints. 6. L905, 2 1 
Lis no new thing, Sir, for theſe Patrons of 
Re/itance to gild their Deformities, by giving 
good Names to bad Things : Thus, in the 
Days of their Anceſtors, in 4.1, and 48, the 


| | Uſuryers were call'd Keepers of the Liberties | 


of their Country ! Nerjury was call'd Obeyin 

of — 8 — * 
Church into a Bebe! was call d Glorious Re- 
formation! The Kingdom in a Blaze, was 
calbd -Goſpel-Light ! Extinguiſhing all Re- 
morſe, Compaſſion, and Good-nature was 
call'd Subduing of the Paſfions ' And then, 
as well as now, by the ſame Whygg:/m, to be 
Independent' of Law, and free from Sub- 
jection to Princes, when they fancy them- 
ſelves grievd, was, and is, call'd Liberty ! 

Conſult but the. Writings of the preſent 
Whigs about Liberty, Property, Reſiſtance, 
and the like; you'll find them, Sir, an exact 
* of their Anceſtors Books in 
King Charles the Firſt's Days; and to read 
them, is ſufficient to convert a Sadducee, and 
make him confeſs a Reſurrection of the Regi- 
cides, or at leaſt to convince him of 4 
* 1973 125 Tuyanſmi- 


. 

Tranſ; migration of thoſe Ring- Killing Souls into 
our Modern Whiz-Scriblers : They interpret 
their Liberries the ſame way. And it hs 
not be improper to ask, whether ſuch a-Cor» 
reſpondenee in Met had can be without ſome 
ee in Deſens | | 

4 Tou were pleas d, Sir, to tell m 6 Tbat 

* when you. ſpeak of. Liberty y, you mean 
p the Rights and Privileges of the Subject, 

4 confirm'd by the Laws and Cuſtoms of 
the Land; and that when theſe” are 
8 — broke in upon by the Prince, and 
4e Thi | ought - to Extrenity, tis then, 
” — kinks ane or I ns is Tab 
fable. 
As to Rights and Prin or * of 
the Subject, even Magna Charta, the great 
Record of them, tells us, that they are Grant 
and Conceſtons of the King, and not the 
Irberent Original Rights of the People: Th 
are not held Alſolutely, but upon Condiziohe 
# our firm Allegiance. Phus, Sir, they ate 
orfeited y Rebellion, and o cannot be d feed 
by it. Particularly, 5 0 
As to the Subjeck's r * bis Tandy, 
T he higheſt Degree of this Property, which 
any Perſon has, is that which Lawyers call 
AL 0DFAL; that is, holding from God albne, 
in his own full Ri ght. without any Service, 
Payment of Rent, , Valßllage Load or Burden. 
This High Degree of Property, . our Kzngs 
gay _ only have. The 1 
| _ whic 


nme 


which Subjects "Ie? in their Lands, is only 
FEU DAL; that is, they hold their _ 
of the: King or Queen in Fee; which, tho it 
gives a perpetual Eſtate, yet not Abolure 


hut (Conditionally ; for it depends upon their 


Fidelity, upon their Acknowledgment of his 
Saptriority : Hence, all Feuda are loft by 
Rebellion. and (Treaſon, and are "abſolutely 
Lil) at the King! 8 Diſpaſal. The higheſt Ex- 
preſſion of a Subjects Right - and Property, 
which! Law: will juſtifie, is this, as 1 am 
inform'd,: He is Seied of ſutßh Lande in 
bus: Benin; ar Fe. So that, Sis, accordi 

10 the Laws of the. Land; the Riphts' and Pro- 
pernes, of the Subject can never be main. 


Yard, but are Jalrwoays* bi: of Ban or 


nd. 


Lam Rod) Sir, that Thoraughipae 4 ny ies 
ul nat mind Lawyers more than Divints 


this Head of Property + Such as 1 imagine 


pon 
dr they are Kingr, Pricfts,” and Prophets to 


themſelves, cannot doubt but that they have 
8 Power to put what Senſe upon Words they ; 
pleaſe, and to act accordingly :'' Thus; the i 


Pam Engliſh: of the Whigs, for r 


1s 
hn ts "thine is mine, a ah 1 ae 


en | O10! 7 28 mT ts 


This is no Barti, * 2 Jad Truth; : For 
the Property-Men 'of "ok and "ry __ Pris 
band 10 bold IEE uo ft 0 Ii 
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ciples our preſent Whigs inherit, did confirm 
what I ſay, when they had Power —_—> 
their 7: They left no Property to the Mi- 
tre and the Coton, or to ſuch as dard bravely 
to eſpouſe their Cauſe. The Saints; the Mee, 
Hall inberit the Earth, was thought enough to 
Raupe that Set of Men, who Sainted them- 
ſelves, a Title to the Lands and Poſſeſſions of 
the Malignant; which was à Name they gave 
to every Body but themſelves. The then Sf t 
ſtrations, Decimations, Plunder, Baniſh- | 
ments, Impriſonments, &. do ſufficiently 
tell us, that what they mean by Property is, as | 
above expreſs d. e cin, 7d 5 | 
Upon this, Sir, you told me with ſome | 


Not ions of Alodial and Fudal Property, 
* you thought, that when a Printe unjuſti  Þ 
© takes away the Eſtates and Liweg öf durifu . | 
4 Subjefts, *twas very unreaſonable to ſtt fill, 
and not to take up Arms; eu oupht | 
© to bridle the Prince, to ſet Things to Neft, 
and to prevent the Ruin of a Nation. [ 
If Sovereign Princes ſhould beltave ſo, who 
| ſhall be Judge of the Juſtice or Injuſtice of 
their Actions? If the People: This makes the 
Governours Subjects, arid the Subjects Gover- 
nours ; ſets the Feet where the Head (bi 
be. If the Perſons and Authority of Princes 
were not inviolably ſecur'd from Popular In- 
ſults by the Precepts of Chriſtianity; tig Er. 
agent that the Weakneſs of the Peoples Un- 
7. | 3 _ M 


C 10 
derfiandings, the * of their Paſſions, 


and the Umweildineſs of their Numbers, 
would: prove them utterly uncapable of ſuch 


Work, as to call/their Governours to an Ac- 
count: and that they are better qualified to 
cry, Have e any Kettles to nend; than, 


Habe ye any Crouns to mend. | Madneſs is 
their Character upon Sacred Record, and 


muſt ſuch take upon them the Authority of 
ſetting. Things to Rights? Whoſoever ſpeaks 


of their invading ſuch Superiority, without 
Putting them in mind of the Gallows, here, and 


Damnation hereafter, muſt do it by that 
Figure, by which Idiots and Madmen are un- 
der the actual Sanction of no Law. N 
Compare Tyranny with Rebellion, and youll 
find no ſuch, Miſchief by the Firſt, as by the 
Laft. If the People rebel Thouſands of 'Ty- 


rants ſtart up inſtead of One; then is Hell 


broke laoſe, and more are deſtroy d in One 
Day, than . could otherwiſe be in many 

onths. The Wrath of a King is ſaid to be 
like the Ro2ring of a Lyon, but that of the 
People like the Roaring of the Sea; tis as an 


5 e which carries all hefods. it: And to 


flee. from the King to them for Help, is like 
running into the Ocean for fear of a little 
Rivulet. Tis better to ſuffer much under 
reel Grievances, than to indulge the perni- 


cious Freedom of Righting our ſelves, and fo 


introduce an. Inteſtine War; which is incom- 


| Peine worſe than the worſt of Tyrannical . 
r 


inces. "Do - 


I 


Tis true, Sir, that to fit ſtill and ſuffer, 
rather than to riſe up and reſiſt, is a hard 
Leſſon; but tis ſuch a One as God has ſet us, 
and muſt be learn'd. Very pertinent are the 
Words of Ehhu: (e) Shall even he that hates 
Right, Govern? And wilt tbou condemn Him 
that is moſt Fuſt? Is it fit to ſay. to a King, 
Thou art Wicked * And to Princes, Te are 
Ungodly ? Here, Elihu ſuppoſing, through Mi- 
Rake, that Fob unworthily repin'd at God's 
ſevere Hand upon him, argues, that a Ning, 
who is a Hater of Juſtice, muſt yet by 
Virtue. of his Hereditary Right, govern his 
Subjects, and not be abus'd by them: And 
from thence infers, that much more we ought” 
calmly to ſubject our ſelves to the Providers 
tial Diſpenſations of Almighty God our Crea- 
tor, who can never do an #nju/t Thing, The: = 
Sacred Oracles are full and plain for the Pa. 
ſive Behaviour of Subjects. (F) Againſt: a 0 
King there is no riſing up. (8) Who may ſay 
unto him, What doſt thou? (h) Let every 
Soul be ſubjef to the Higher Powers 
They that reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves 
Damnation Te muſt needs be ſubjef, not 
only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience: /ake, 
Kc. (i) Such as chuſe to ſaye their Tem- 


Ce) Job 34. 1), 1. ( Prov. 30. 31 
(g) Ecclel. 8. 4. () Rom. 13. 1, 2, 5 


(1) Exod. 22. 28. Pſal. 82. 6. Prov. 24. 21. 
Eccleſ. 10. 2c. 1 Tim. 2. 1, 2. Tit. 2. 1, 2. 1 Fet. 2. 17, 20. 


1 poral 


[ 12 ] 
poral Life: by: reſiſting ' God's Precept, loſe 
their Eternal Life according to his Threatning: 
And what Madneſs is it to riſe 7 and ſtrike, 
when the Blow recoils on our elves to our 
Eternal Doron. fall. 
Men of true Cheiſtian Wiſdom and Honour 
vid diſcharge exceſſive Regards for this Life, 1 
rather than neglect the other; will let their 8 
þ ProteQion remain in God Almighty” s Hands, 
YZ rather than fooliſhly. act as if they were 
ttz⸗heir own only . They know, that 
| Preſerver of Men (K) is one of God's Names; 
That the (1) Hearts of Kings are in bis Hand; 
That he ſuits Hereditary Rings to the Peoples 
CEircumſtances as they are good or bad, and 
will not ſuffer them to bear hard upon their 
Subjects, longer than is neceſſary for their 
due 1 Thus, Sir, tis not Re-/ 
Munce, but an humble Paſſue Submiſſion, 
with: Amendment of our Lives, earneſt Pray- 
ers to God, and a true Practice of Religion, 
that are the wo Methods againſt ſuch a 
Prince, 1s youtfuppoſe. 
But then, id you; © What if the Pries 
6, manif Attempts to deſtroy rue Reli- 
ion in bis Kingdoms? You might then, 
* without the leaſt Scruple, take God's Cauſe: . 
„in Hand, Haſtile Reſiſtance, in ſuch a Caſe, . 
7 DES: but an $528 ing our __ ad the 


— 8 
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* Safeguard of Religion, and helping the Lord 
againſt the Mighty! . | 


It muft; Sir, be but a very indifferent Sort 


of Religion that Men would defend by Rebel- 
lion, even as good a Religion, ſurely, as Re- 

bels are good Men and obedient Subjects: And 
therefore tis but fit, we ſhould know a little 
what the Religion of the Whigs and their 


Allies is, hefore you pronaunce fo warmly. 


Trinity. They are for ſtriking the Fifth 
Commandment out of the OO as dan- 


gerous to their Liberties; becauſe it fixes the 
Duty they owe to God's Vicegerents. They 


are for overthrowing all the Fences of the 


Chriſtian Church, and hold, that Schi/m is but 
a meer Byg-bear. They are generally againſt 


Kneeling, or Standing, or Changing theſes 


Poſtures at Divine Worſhip ; for no other 
Reaſon, that I can conceive, but that it 


would ſpoil many a good Nap, which do at 
ſuch Seaſons give 4 more than ordinary Regale 


to their Senfes. a 
They further maintain, that meer Paſſaſon 
gives Right. And this Notion, Sir, gives 


Robbers a Title to our Goods, if they can 
but carry them off: It depoſes all fixt Mea- 

ſures of Right and Wrong, deſtroys all real 
Diſtinction twixt Mora! Good and Evil, and 
ſo eraſeth the whole Line of Duty: It puts 
no Difference between a Robber and an Ho- 


neſt Man, between an Olwer and the moſt 
| Rightful 


. 
9 King or Queen in the World, but 
only this very ill-natur'd One, that if Rob- 
bers or Olivers get into Poſfeſſion, they have 
more Right to their Acquiſitions than the 
wrong d Rightful Owner! | 5 
They diſregard all the Encouragements 
they have to depend on God's Promiſes and | i 
Providence, in dangerous Times; And de- 
ſpiſing the Sk they take up the Sword. 
They reſolve all what they call Religion into 
Temporal Convenience and Safety, and an 
. Exceſſive Concern for Eaſe in this Life. 
In a Word, Sir, the Doctors of Re/iftance 
burleſque Chriſt's Commiſſion to his Diſciples. 
Go into the World; that is, according to 
- Whiggiſh Principles and Practices, Go and 
overturn the World by ſeditious Doctrines. 
Preach; that is, Proclaim War and Rebellion. 
Baptize; that is, Waſh People in their own 
Blood. Looſe ; that is, Looſe them from all 
Reddy, boneſt, and loyal Principles. Bind; 
that is, Bind the Doctrines of Reſiſtance, Po- 
pular Power, &c. hard and faſt on their 
Conſciences. 1 
If theſe, Sir, be Branches of Whiggiſh Re- 
Mien, then ſuch Religion is Rebellion; Witch- 
craft, the Inſpiration of Satan; and fit for 
nothing but Deſtruction. No Government in 
the World wil} endure a Religion that teaches 
Rebellion; no not your ſelves, if you were 


uppermoſt. 


. 
1 


But | 


L 
But now; ſuppoſe the Rightful Sovereign, 
King or Queen, was an Infidel! or an Heretic, 
and attempted to baniſh the true Religion out 
of his or her Dominions; yet in this, which 
is the Cauſe of God, and the higheſt ima- 
ginable Caſe, hoſtile: Reſiſtance or Rebellion, 
is damnable: For, _ HL 
I be Chriſtian Religion is Peaceable; Rebel- 
lion is quite contrary to its Genius, and to 
its Precepts, (as is already noted ;) and to 


defend the one by the other, is Confedera- 


ting with the Devil, to ſupport the Church; 


tis to diſgrace Religion, under pretence of 


contending for its Honour; and is pretend- 
ing to ſerve God, in direct Oppoſition to 
God's / „ rrnld inns 
| Nebuchadnezzar was a Perſecutor of God's 
People, and of their Religion; yet he (7) 
had his Power from God, was call'd (2 
God's Servant, and the eme were commanded 
to ſubmit to his Yoke : And tis impoſſible, 
one would think, to imagine, that Religion, 


in its more Evangelical Edition, ſhould coun+ 


tenance Mob and Violence, or need ſuch Sup- 
ports; ſince nothing is plainer in this Cafe, 
than that it commands Subjects to take up 
the CY, and not the Sword. Our Sauiaur 
wrought a Miracle, to make Satisfaction for 

Peters Reſiſtance, after he had rebuk'd him; 


3 


_Y 
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Cu) Dan. 2. 37, 38, (u) Jer. 27. 6,7 
9 9 FU | and 


r 


Cas] 
and tho he had Legions of Angels at his 
Command, yet he reſiſted not Pilate the 


| Roman Governor ſent by Cæſar, but own'd 
(so) his Power to be given him from Above, 


and patiently ſubmitted to tlie moſt exe- 
crable Sentence. And thus behaving himſelf, 


he is propounded by St. Peter as à Pattern 


for our ( P) Imitation, under the levereſt 
Uſage. 

The "PET Romain Fa. re ME this: | 
Aud therefore, when perſecuted for Religion, 
never offer d to rebel in its Defence. I know, 
you reſoly'd their Non- R/ ſtance. into meer 
Impotence But is it pollible for any to think, 
that their Goodneſs was entirely Whiggiſh.; | 
that their Patience was but like yours, when 
under Hatches Iertullian ablerves, That in 
bis Time, () rbeir Enemiet myhbtily com- 
Plain d of their great Numbers; that the City 


dar, ar it were, inveſted by them; that they 


abounded in the Countries, Caſter;; and Iles ; 
and that all Sexes, Ages, States and C andi. 


tone, went over" 10 them.” Thoſe, Sir, that 


put their Quietneſs upon the: foot of meer 
Weakneſs, do deſtroy their Innocence, rob 
them of the Glory of Martyrdom; and ;juſtifie 


their Perſecutors, mn Frey rapes! il c fall, * 


3 N A FT {4 2 2 2 LY 2» 8 : 
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. 19. 10, 11. 1 2. 21, 22, 23. 
OO * 0 1. 2240 vociterantur tur Cjitatemy, Be 


provent 


prevent the fatal Blow that was meditated 


by the Chriſtans, as the Whigs do very falſely 
imagine. We * 

I hope, Sir, by this time, you'll begin to 
think, like a Chriſtian, that Religion defies 
Rebellion, and ever ſtood, and will ſtand 
without it; that there is nothing more 
puiſſant than the Church, ſtronger than the 
Earth; yea, (7) the gates of Hell ſhall not 
prevail againſt it. Chriſt is the Rock and 
Protector of the Church, and (s) over-rules 
all things for her Advantage. If God, at any 
time, ſend bad Kings, who rage againſt the 
true Religion; their Aim is, indeed, properly 
to perſecute : But God's Aim 1s, either that 
falſe Brethren may be detected, or, that the 


Faith and Patience of the Saints may be 


tried, or, that Unbelievers, by ſeeing a con- 
currence of all the Chriſtian Vertues, in the 


humble and patient Conduct of the Faithful, 


might be brought over to the re Religion, 
as it happen d in the Primitive Times: But 
God never deſign'd that Religion ſhould preſs 


Rebellion into its Service; but, on the con- 


trary, has, by the plaineſt Precepts, guarded 
the Perſons of Kings or Queens from Violence, 
and made the Reſiſting their HEREDITARY 
Authority Penal in the higheſt degree; and 


— 


— — 


Cx) St. Matth. 16. 18. Co) Eph, 1.22. . 


GC and 


7 — — ' ·m— g — — 


Ern tn? we i 


184 
and our Laws have, in Conſequence, made it 
Treaſon. : 
Here you repeated the word HEREDITARY, 
and told me, that I copy'd-aftter the Door, 
who had it fo much at Heart, that he could 
not write it but in a very diſtinguiſh'd Cha- 
racter, even in (7) Capital Letters. 
The Door do's ſo, in citing an () AT of 
Parliament; and tis to his Honour, that he 
{o vigorouſly appear'd in Defence of it for- 


merly, when the very. Notion of an Hereditary 


Sovereign was deſign'd to have been Whig- 
giſhly eclips'd. by, if not tranſmuted into a 
Thing call'd a General during Life. u 
Don't the Lawyers acknowledge, that the 


Conſtitution of our Monarchy is Hereditary © 


Do's not Lord Chief-Juſtice Coke ſay, That 
(to) the Rings of England, who are Monarchs 
and Abſolute Princes, hold their Kingdoms 
and Dominions by Lawful Succeſſion, and by 
Inherent BikTHh-R1GHT and Deſcent of 
INHERITANCE, according to the Fun- 
damental Laws of this Realm? Is it not a 
Maxim in our Law, That the King never Dies? 
Which ſhews, that the Government is not 


ti. 


3 a. 


(t) Dr. Sacheverell's Sermm before the Houſe of Com- 
mons, May 29. 1713. pag. 20. 8 
(u) Act. Anno 12 Car. II. cap. 14. 
{») Rep. 5. p. 39. 
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Elefive, but Hereditary ; not to obſerve, that 


| Hereditary Government was from the Begin- 


ning. | | 

After ſome Pauſe, Sir, to my great Sur- 
prize, rather than relinquiſh your falſe Notion 
of Liberty, you fally'd out upon the Divine 


Conduct, and diſputed this Expreſſion in the 
| Dottor's Sermon, That (x) God, by virtue of 


his Soverergnty, may undoubtedly command our 
Belief Implicitly, in ſuch things as He thinks 
fit to reveal, tho they are above our Reaſon to 
comprehend, without the blaſpbemous Imputa- 
tion of Enſlaving bis Creatures. —— © You 
thought, that it was very Unmanly to be 
* Hood-wink'd ; that Implicit Faith was fit 
« for Children; that as you could not be 
ce ſhackl'd to a Set of Unconditional Heredi- 


© taries to hinder your Free-Acting, fo nei- 


ther to a Set of inexplicable Notions to 


4 hinder your Free-Thinking, and force you 


© to ſurrender your Reaſon. i 
Sir, The Notion of Implicit Faith, 1s, a 
Faith that is interwoven with ſomething elſe; 


and led by it. Thus, if the Doctrine of the 


Trinity, or of the Incarnation, or of the Body 
() and Blood of our Saviour being Verily and 


(x) Dr. Sacheverell's Sermon b-fore the Houſe of Com- 
mons, May 29. 1713. pag. 18. | | 


) Church of Ergland Catechiſm. St. John 6. 
51, 53+ ' 
| C3 Indeed 
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Indeed taken and receivd by the Faithful 


in the Lord's - Supper, be propos d to our Be- 
lief, when we are ſatisfy'd that the Propoſitiorn 


to be believ'd is reveald by God, and when 


we underſtand the Meaning of the Words in 
which the Propoſition is deliver, tho' the 
connexion of thoſe Words, or the Propoſition, 


itſelf, exceeds our Reaſon, and we cannot 
comprehend it; we muſt yet believe it not- 
withſtanding, becauſe God has ſaid it. Here, 
Sir, humbly to give up our Reaſon to its 
Great Author, that is to ſay, to Believe In- 


Plicit y, is a moſt Manly and Reaſonable. 


Service: For the Homage of our Underſtand- 
inge is due to God, as well as that of our 


Wills; ſo that tis equally Rebellious to D/, 


believe what He Says, as to Diſobey what He 
Commands. —_— = | e 
Sir, there are many who declaim againſt 
Implicit Faith, and yet ſcarce believe any 


thing any other way, not being able to com 


prehend the Reaſons why they believe what 
is taught them. Tis by an Implicit: Faith, 
or à Faith leaning upon the Authority ol. 


the Church, that the Generality of Chriſtians: 


believe they have the true Scriptures. - 
You at laſt, Sr, turn'd to the Do@or's Ser- 


mon on Palm-Sunday, 1713. and ſaid, That 


* he taught Forgiveneſs of Enemies with 
** ſuch Reſerves, Exceptions, and Limitations, 
* as if it were a meer Counſel, and no Pre- 
2 5 5 | 5 x 

| Ct, 
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& cept, as if we were not obliged to the Du- 
* ty; but might practiſe or not practiſe it 


without Sin. 


There was no occaſion, Sir, for ſuch a 
jeering Smile, at the Diſtinction between Evan- 
gelical Counſe/s and Precepts, the Doctor 
having ſaid nothing about it. But if you 
and I muft have a touch at it, it ſeems there's 
good ground for it. Biſhop Morton (2) ſays 
that we allow it; and Biſhop Mauntaguc 
(*) ſpeaks the ſame: So (4) St, Chryſoſtome, 
and (6) St. Ferome, and (c) St Auguſtine, 
when they are explaining theſe Words of our 
Saviour, (d) F thou wilt be perfect, go and 


ſell. that thou haſt, and give to the Poor, and 


thou ſhall have Treaſure in Heaven. If the 
Whigs will not hold this to be a Counſel, 
that is, ſuch as they may do or not do with- 
out Guilt, they bind themſelves to obey it as 
a Command (e) ſome time or other. But 


then what would become of their Darling, if 


they turn'd Property into Poveriy? 


— —— ͤ—— _—. 1 1 


— — 


7) Appeal Lib. 5. cap. 4. ſect. 3. 4 
*) A Fuſt Appeal, 8c. Printed 1625. p. 214, Oc. 
a) Tom. 5. p. 322. Edit. Savil. 
b) Contra Jovin. L. 1. c. 2. 
(c) Serm. 61. de Temp. 
(d) St. Matth. 19. 21. 
(e) Affirmative Precepts ligant ſemper, tho“ not ad 
ſemper. They require Obedience ſome time or other. 
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As to forgiving our Enemies: That is cer- 
tainty a Precept obligatory in the higheſt 
Degree. And the Reverend Doctor has, as I 
humbly conceive, manag'd the Point with 
that Exactneſs and juſt Compaſſion, that none 
can find fault with him but the Impenitent, 
| who know they are not entitled (7) to For- 5 
5 groeneſs either from God or Man, Some 
| Whigs, it ſeems, will neither forgive nor be 
forgiven, neither take nor give Quarter; will 
not accept a Pardon for their Perſons, with- 
out a Toleration of their Iniquities: Which 
the Doclor, being an Ambaſſador of Chriſt, . 
had neither Power or Will to offer. | 
You ſaid, That the Dofor is againſt 
 E'(g) truſting Enemies, or putting them in 
Places of Truſt; which is no Symptom of 
* his Forgiving Temper. bl Ry 
There's nothing can juſtify the Doctor's 
Caution better than what tollows in the: 
Sermon itſelf, to which I refer you. In the 
mean time, Sir, do's placing Perſons at the 
Helm of Affairs, neceſſarily follow their Par- 
don? Cannot an Offender think himſelf for- 
given, unleſs he be advanc'd to a high Poſt? 
Do's not their late Behaviour juſtify the. ut- 
moſt Caution now ? Why ſuch Clamour for 
Places of Truſt and Power? Here, Sir, lies 
the Myſtery : The IWhigs and their People 
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. 210 St Luke 17 35 4. cap 24. 47. 
Ce Serm: on Falm-Sanday, paz. 18. think 
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think they are the Original of Government; 
can make and unmake Kings and Queens, and 
ſo cannot endure to be below. any others, left 
their Profeſſion and Principles ſhould: prove 

quite ef 7; e =: at oor” 
- Your Fund of Exceptions being exhauſted, 
* You faintly mention'd the late Commons 


© Impeachment, and the Lords Fudęment of 


Silence, which yon thought might have 
*.reſtrain'd the Doctor's Preaching the like 

* Notions over again. Ho 
Sir, They are Principles, and Fundamen- 
tal ones too, in Church and State, which you 


and other Vhigs object againſt the Doctor. 


And tis much to the Docfor's Honour, that 
he dar'd to be true to Principles at ſuch a dan- 
gerous Juncture, when his Fidelity was likely 
to entitle him to nothing but ſuch Reſentment. 


And indeed the ihigs could not have more ef- 


fectually rais d the Doctor's Character, than 
by puſhing on ſuch a Method of Proceeding; 
tor knowing that no one Whig in Britain durſt 


enter the Liſts with him on equal Terms, they 


call'd the whoſe 8 Body of the 
Hand to their Aſſiſtance; which imports, 
that even, in the Opinion of the Whzgs, none 
elſe, nothing Jeſs than ſuch a Great Aſſembly 
could pretend to deal with ſuch an Heroic 


| Spirit, and the Principles he eſpous d: Againſt 


which, the Gates of Hell | the Council-Cham- 
ber of the Whigs] hall not prevail. * 


[ 24 ] 

all this, S, The-Quze n's Preſenting the 
Doftor to the Rectory of St. Andrew's, and 
the preſent Loyal Houſe of Commons deſiring 
him to Preach before them on that Ever- 
memorable Day May 29th, is \ vaſtly more 
than a Cunter- Balance for the ill Treatment 
he receiv'd from a'Factious Party i in a former 
Houſe of C -. 

I heartily pray, Sir, that what is here 
ſent you, may be a happy Means fully to 
diſengage your Mind from the very ill No- 
tions of the Whigs; that for the future, they 
may have neither Credit in your Opinion, 
nor Influence on your Prattice. Tam, with 


all Sincerity, 


8 1 R, 
London, of 
June 23. Tg mot b bumble Servent, Ec 
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